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no loss, against an attack by fifteen hundred1
redskins.

On the 27th of July the army moved forward
In the direction of the Maumee, with closed ranks
and so guarded by scouts that no chance what-
ever was given for surprise attacks. Washington's
admonitions had been taken to heart, and the
Indians could only wonder and admire. News
of the army's advance traveled ahead and struck
terror through the northern villages, so that many
of the inhabitants fled precipitately. When the
troops reached the cultivated lands about the
junction of the Maumee and Auglaize rivers, they
found only deserted huts and great fields of corn,
from which they joyfully replenished their di-
minished stores. Here a fort was built and given
the significant name Defiance; and from it a final
offer of peace was sent out to the hostile tribes.
Never doubting that the British would furnish
all necessary aid, the chieftains returned evasive
answers. Wayne thereupon moved his troops to
the left bank of the Maumee and proceeded cau-
tiously downstream toward the British stronghold
at Fort Miami.

A few days brought the army to a place known
as Fallen Timbers, where a tornado had piled the